PARISH PASTORAL DEVELOPMENT GROUP
“To empower the people of St Alban’s to
                                            recognise and develop our needs and the needs
                                               of the wider community in a spirit of love”

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 13th July 2010

Chairperson:  Gill Harvey
Prayers provided and read by Ian.

Welcome and introduction of new members:

Present: Sue Hornchurch; Eileen Barret; Michael Bond; Jim McCrave; James Beckinsell; Fr David; Deacon Dave; Ian Lee, Gill Harvey; Ray Maher and Maureen Peers.
Apologies: Victoria Smerdon

Minutes from meeting 24th March 2010 

Matters Arising: 

Retreats - Holywell, a warm and refreshing weekend for those who attended.  Fr David celebrated Holy Mass.   Visit to St Albans  - cancelled due to lack of numbers.

Baptismal Preparation – Awaiting details of the LPA involvement and procedures.  All concerned will be notified ASAP.
Pastoral Visit –Bishop Mark’s  visit to our Parish enjoyed by all, despite Fr David unavoidably delayed overseas (volcanic ash).  A big thanks to Deacon Dave for holding the fort and giving Bishop Mark a warm welcome.

One note of sadness: Bishop Brian retires on 1st October, he will be missed.  May he enjoy a long and peaceful retirement in his home town of Lancaster.
Website – The proposed addition to the website including a virtual tour of the church: This is in the hands of John Odell and son and we are awaiting further developments.

Church Furniture – It has been decided we will be keeping to benches and not chairs as muted.  In the pipeline “previously owned benches”.  One improvement will be an extra aisle, this will be on the left hand side of the church, enabling people to return to their pews via a side aisle and avoid congestion at the altar after receiving the sacraments.

Welcoming – Details yet to be finalised from newly formed welcoming committee.  A rota will be arranged for weddings, funerals, etc.

Dropping off – It has been noticed with concern the decrease in mass attendance. Our theory being visiting parishioners are now returning to their own churches: English Martyrs and All Saints.  This will be monitored over the next few months.

PPDG – for the benefit of new and established members.  Fr David gave an insight, together with a discussion, what the aim of the PPDG is. A copy of the format is posted on the notice board in the main entrance.
Dates for your diary – Wednesday 22nd September; 20th October; 17th November; 15th December (social).
Officers for next meeting: Chair: Ray; Minutes: Ian; Prayer: Maureen.

Closing prayer read by Ian.

