PARISH PASTORAL DEVELOPMENT GROUP

To empower the people of St Alban’s to recognise And develop our needs and the needs of the 

wider community in a spirit of Love.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 16th SEPTEMBER 2009 
Chair:  Gill Harvey
Present:  Fr David Long; Dave Morris; Barry McDonald; Maureen Peers, Mike Davies, Ian Lee, Clara Donnelly & Angela Stevenson.

Apologies:  John O’Dell; Ray Maher and Marilyn Nicholson
The meeting opened with a prayer at 7.30 p.m. led by Mike Davies and the minutes were accepted as read.

Matters arising:  the prospect of a parish day/days out was brought up.  The feasibility of a trip to St Alban’s to coincide with the parish feast day next year is being considered.  Also being thought about is a day out to Shrewsbury Cathedral, taking in St Winefride’s shrine at Holywell on the way.
Fr David voiced his concern over the  PPDG.  Attendance at meetings has been poor and the role for the PPDG must involve commitment.  Fr David said it is vital that the parish have a group that works with him, in shared leadership, and act as a forum for parishioners to have some input to.  
During the discussion that followed members were reminded of all the good things that have come about and taken place since the group was formed 3½ years ago – i.e. the Friday Holy Hour; the prayer intention basket; the Tuesday Rosary Group; Parish mission and retreats.  At the open parish meeting last year there was a request for more Adult Formation and that had been arranged by way of Fr Geoff O’Grady giving talks on St Paul.

Suggestions were made that the group consider each of the Sacraments and the preparation etc. to review the adequacy and possible improvement.  Another suggestion is for the group to have another look at the leaflets concerning the marginalised in our society with a view to improving the outreach of St Alban’s and the wider area of the LPA.  Any findings can be taken back to the LPA meetings.  These are food for thought for PPDG members and an item will be on the agenda for the next meeting.  Fr David will put a notice in the weekly newsletter to ask parishioners for ideas/suggestions for the parish.
Deacon Dave mentioned that not all the bereaved are aware that the SVP will lead the rosary for the deceased the night before the funeral.  

Deacon Dave also voiced his concern over the lack of interest shown by some families in the preparation for Baptism.  Perhaps the group could look at the preparation for Baptism, as previously suggested i.e. consider the Sacraments.  Confirmation preparation and post Confirmation programmes are well established although the post confirmation group – Emmaus Group – are based at Our Lady of Lourdes which is no longer in our LPA.  Fr David said St Alban’s are working well with the LPA and there is a greater scope within the LPA and a desire to work together.
Fr Paul Mast has offered to come and lead a short retreat for the first part of Holy Week next week.  However the PPDG felt Holy Week is already quite hectic so we will decline his kind offer on this occasion.

Officers for Next Meeting:  Maureen Peers will choose the opening prayer for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday, 14th October at 7.30 p.m. in the presbytery.  Angela Stevenson will be in the Chair and Mike Davies will be minutes secretary.
The meeting closed with a prayer at 8.20 p.m.
