PARISH PASTORAL DEVELOPMENT GROUP

To empower the people of St Alban’s to recognise And develop our needs and the needs of the 

wider community in a spirit of Love.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 17th September 2008
Chair:  Ian Lee
Present:  Fr David Long; Clara Donnelly; Marilyn Nicholson; Mike Davies; Ray Maher; John O’Dell;  Barry McDonald; Gill Harvey & Angela Stevenson.

Apologies:  Dave Morriss; Ollie Price & Maureen Peers.
The meeting opened with a prayer at 7.30 p.m. led by Angela Stevenson.

The minutes were accepted as read and the following matters arose:
· Parish Retreat for June 2009 will be a 3-day event to coincide with Parish Feast Day and the Silver Jubilees of Fr David Long; Fr Peter Dutton and Fr Robin Sutton, all of whom were ordained here, at St Alban’s, in 1984.  The retreat is to focus on vocations and family life.  It is hoped that the Saturday evening Mass will be concelebrated by the 3 Jubilarians followed by a party night in the Parish Centre with a dance festival on the Sunday.
· Bishop Brian has agreed that next years Diocesan Celebration for all those celebrating a Jubilee can be held at St Alban’s.  Date to be advised.
· The Finance and Buildings group is now established and working.  A brief explanation was given to the PPDG.  There will be a ‘Gift-Aid’ drive on weekend 18th/19th October.
· Parish Centre – Fr David still waiting for call re windows.
· Parish Retreat to Tabor Centre – was booked for 29 people but only 16 signed up. As a result there is a shortfall in the costs – to be met by the parish.  Future retreats to be costed bearing this in mind.
· Rotation of priests:  this has not been possible over recent months due to the reorganisation of SS Peter & Paul’s Parish.  Because of this there are now two masses in the LPA at 9.45 a.m. making rotation more difficult to organise.
PPDG:  Fr David expressed disappointment at the poor attendance at recent meetings, although was pleased with the turn out at this meeting.  He reminded the group of the importance of being committed to serve and it is for this reason that dates for meetings are set well in advance.  Fr David also clarified to the meeting the procedures for meetings: The member who says the prayer becomes secretary for the next meeting and in turn the secretary becomes the chairperson.  Therefore there it only requires the person to lead the prayer for the next meeting to be chosen at the end of each meeting.
It is important to have the minutes available for the parish, and members of the committee, as soon as possible after the meeting, and a brief synopsis of what was discussed to be sent to the parish secretary for the newsletter.

Ian Lee requested that Committee Members have each other’s contact details and Angela Stevenson agreed to make these available with the minutes of this meeting.  Ian also requested a deadline for items for inclusion on the next meeting’s agenda.  Agenda items to be passed onto the Chairperson in good time. There will never be a need for Any Other Business on the Agenda.  The dates for next year’s meetings to be on Agenda for next meeting.

Lenten Retreat -  Fr David is to meet with Fr Paul Mast who is keen to lead the retreat with the focus on the Small Christian Communities.  However, there has only been a small response so far to these groups and they will not be fully established by then.  PPDG would like a retreat on what it means to be ‘Church’ with a particular target to the young.
The Small Christian Communities will be ideal for RCIA candidates as a follow up once they have been received into the Church.  Clara Donnelly reported that a Post Confirmation is about to begin and this was warmly received.

Adult Formation:  Fr David would like to build on the success of the PPDG so far with retreats and the Mission with perhaps some sessions on the Sacraments.  A request had been received for sessions in understanding the Scriptures and Fr David has asked Fr Geoff O’Grady if he will be willing to lead a couple of sessions on St Paul next Lent as it will be the year of St Paul. Fr Geoff has agreed.
There is still no programme for those seeking Baptism for their children.  Fr David has some booklets available (on all the Sacraments) for the group to read for discussion at the next meeting.   Fr David reported there had been 6 or 7 weddings this year.  Sessions for Marriage preparation are available twice yearly via the LPA.

Gill Harvey requested some sessions on prayer and how to pray.  John O’Dell asked if the following week’s readings could be available in advance, also which Eucharistic Prayer was to be used.  He feels it would be beneficial to the congregation and would avoid confusion – looking for right page etc.

Ray Maher requested that the ‘Mass Intention’ be announced prior to the Mass, particularly during the week.  Fr David explained that every Mass is offered for the Whole Church, furthermore the reason for the intention is not always known to the Officiating Priest.

Ray Maher asked that an announcement be made at the end of Mass to take the Newsletter home – this is good for ‘outreach’.

The list of people requiring a lift to and from Mass was passed to Barry McDonald and Marilyn Nicholson who will organise the rotas.
Fr David read out a poignant letter he had received, addressed to the whole parish, from a lady in prison in Texas.  The letter was looking for companionship.  It was agreed a brief synopsis be placed in the newsletter with the whole letter being available, at the presbytery and on the web site, for anyone wanting more information. 

Angela Stevenson asked if the parish could host the annual Amnesty International Greetings Card Campaign.  It was agreed to do this over the weekend of the first Sunday in Advent (29th & 30th November) with the help on those currently on the RCIA programme.
The blessing of the sick and Housebound to be administered at a special Mass prior to their annual Christmas dinner – 7th December.  Barry to find out names and addresses of those coming and those requiring lifts.

Items for next Agenda:  Next year’s meeting dates (please bring diaries); RCIA; The Sacraments 
Officers for Next Meeting:  Gill Harvey is to choose the opening prayer for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday, 15th October at 7.30 p.m. in the presbytery.  Angela Stevenson will be in the Chair and John O’Dell with be the minutes secretary.
The meeting closed with a prayer at 8.50 p.m.

