Parish Pastoral Development Group

Minutes of the Meeting held on 16 July 2008
Present: Fr David Long, Barry McDonald, Ray Maher, Ollie Price, Ian Lee, Angela Stevenson, Marilyn Nicholson

Apologies: Gill Harvey, Clara Donnelly, Mike Davies, John O’Dell, Maureen Peers, Deacon Dave Morris
The minutes of last meeting were agreed
Parish Retreat Day

A proposal was raised at the last meeting to celebrate the jubilee of Fathers David Long, Peter Dutton and Robin Sutton by holding a mass around the time of the feast of St Alban. The celebration mass would be held at the Saturday Vigil and be followed by a party in the parish centre. However, after consideration, it is now proposed to hold a dance festival on the Sunday, rather than the original proposal of another flower festival. 

Finance Group

A parish meeting is to be held on 17 July to review the parish accounts and discuss proposed initiatives.
Michael Russell is to provide assistance in a drive is to encourage more people use Gift Aid.

Parish Centre

The new property manager for the diocese, Peter O’Brian, has inspected the Parish Centre. The windows at the side need replacing. Although the building is listed, he thinks there is a possibility that we may be able to install UPVC window frames because the windows are at the side of the building. He also recommended double glazing for all windows.

Fr David discussed with him the possibility of converting the two sacristies into one. Peter was favourable to this proposal and recommended pricing the job up. Further progress would be dependant on the cost.

Local Pastoral Area Meeting

The next scheduled meeting has been cancelled because Bishop Brian was celebrating a thanksgiving mass at St Peter and Paul’s

There should have been a rotation of priests at churches on 5 July but this had been cancelled because this was the day when the announcement of the closure of St Peter and Paul’s was to be made.

Matters Arising

Small Christian Communities
Smaller Christian Communities are on hold until after the summer.

Angela Stevenson asked whether these groups could be ecumenical. Father David said no because the communities are not groups as such but small church communities having all the elements of the parish.
Parish Retreat

A Parish Retreat is to be organised at the Tabor Centre in Preston. Barry McDonald said that we need to start publicising it and costing it out and get people to sign up to it. Barry said he would write something for the newsletter, set up a list for signatures and would look into coach prices

The Voice

Ray Maher asked what had happened to “The Voice”. It transpired that the reason it has not been available for distribution is that Joe Grady used to collect the newspapers from the curial offices but as Joe is ill he can no longer do this.

The Mental Health Drop in Centre, Central Park

Barry McDonald referred to an issue raised at the St Vincent de Paul’s Society meeting with regard to the Drop in Centre in Central Park. (This issue had also been raised at the previous meeting by Marilyn Nicholson). Barry is to ask around the local churches for support. The drop in centre was originally set up as a Churches Together initiative

No meeting in August

Next meeting: Wednesday 17 September 2008

Chair: Ian Lee

Minutes: Angela Stevenson  

