PARISH PASTORAL DEVELOPMENT GROUP
To empower the people of St Alban’s to recognise and develop our needs and the needs of the wider community in a spirit of Love.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 11th JUNE 2008

Present: Fr David Long, Marilyn Nicholson,  Ray Maher, Michael Davies;  Ian Lee; Ollie Price, Clara Donnelly, Maureen Peers,  Gillian Harvey. 
Apologies: Deacon Dave Morriss, John O’Dell, Angela Stevenson, and Barry McDonald

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed.

Parish Retreat Day

There is no further news at present, but as Fathers Dvid Long, Robin Sutton and Peter Dutton will all be celebrating 25 years in the priesthood, there is the possibility of the Jubilarians’ Mass being held at St Alban’s.  It was also suggested that the idea of celebrating vocation could be extended e.g. a Flower Festival and that  Fr Russell Cooke might be asked to preside at the celebrations.

Finance Group 
The new finance group has met and looked at the Parish Accounts, which have since been circulated generally. An open meeting will be held in July, where the accounts can be analyzed and Parish initiatives / activities both past and proposed can be discussed.
Parish Centre

The Parish Centre is now looking very smart after the renovations which have been paid for by the management company, but it was agreed that the condition of the upstairs rooms was poor.  New windows are definitely needed but as the building is listed, expert advice needs to be sought. The proceeds of the Grand Draw and Musical Day will help to pay for the refurbishment which is likely to be expensive.  Clara Donnelly raised the question of an escape route from the upstairs rooms in the event of a fire on the stairs.  However, Fr David confirmed that the Centre had passed all necessary fire regulation checks.  The finance group had also discussed the fact that only a small proportion of the weekly offerings was Gift Aided and was therefore planning to highlight the issue at the a special “Awareness Weekend” in the autumn.
Local Pastoral Area Meeting

The above meeting took place on 10/6/08 and the idea of small Christian Communities was discussed. It was agreed that St Joseph’s and St Alban’s would begin the initiative as soon as possible.  Fr David gave his opinion that it would be better to delay the beginning of the initiative until September. There would then be a period of training for the Group Facilitators, with a view to establishing the groups in the New Year. Clara Donnelly asked whether the Group Facilitators would be volunteers or whether they would be chosen.  Fr David said that he would ask people who were willing to take on the role to express their interest, the idea being that two people would lead collaboratively. He then said that a  Retreat Day would be held at Wistaston in October and this would be open to all in the Local Pastoral Area. The Festival of Faith was agreed to have been a great success and St Joseph’s is planning to put on more events in December and again in Lent 2009, though these would be on a small scale.
Ecumenical Initiatives

Gill Harvey raised the idea of the Christian Churches in our local group providing help and advice with money matters for those who needed it. St Alban’s would be willing, in principle, to be involved.  Clara Donnelly said that much good work was being done in this field by the Catholic Children’s Society and by “Care for the Family”, a Cardiff based scheme.
There being no further business, the meeting finished with prayer at 8.30pm.

The next meeting will be held on 16/7/08
