Parish Pastoral Development Group 

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 21st September 2011

Officers for the meeting: Chair: Maureen Peers ; Opening Reflection: Gillian Harvey; Secretary: Ian Lee

Present: Fr David, Ray Maher, Gillian Harvey, Maureen Peers, Jim McGrave, James Backinsell, Michael Bond, Ian Lee

Apologies for absence:  Sue Horncastle, Vicky Smerdon, Deacon Dave

Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes for the last meeting held on Wednesday 20th July were agreed.

Matters arising from minutes:

St Joseph's Link: 

· Fr Lucas has now left but has been replaced by Fr Philip until the end of the year. As he is new to the country Fr Philip will initially be staying in the flat in St Alban's presbytery. 

· From the 1st January 2012 Fr David will take sole pastoral care of the two parishes of St Alban's and Our Lady Star of the Sea and St Joseph's. For practical reasons it will be necessary to reduce the number of Sunday Masses from a combined total of six down to four. This week Fr David will begin the consultation exercise to determine the new weekend mass times. He will speak at each mass to outline the options and there will be an explanation in the newsletter including details of the average attendances at the current masses. Each parishioner will be given a sheet outlining the options and will be asked to rank them according to their preferences. Different coloured sheets will be used for the two parishes in order that the preferences can be identified on a parish as well as a combined basis.

· Fr David will not be consulting on weekday Masses. Further thought will need to be given to Masses on Holy days that fall in the week (St Peter and Paul/ All Saints) and Christmas and Easter Masses.

· From the new financial year (April 2012) Fr David will amalgamate the 2 parishes for administrative and financial purposes under the name “The Parish of St. Albans and St Joseph's”. However, the two parishes will retain their own titles of St Albans and Our Lady Star of the Sea and St Joseph's.

Mission:

· Nothing has been arranged yet as Fr David has not had a reply from the Sion Community. However, Fr Philip Mast will be coming this November to give a talk to mark the 50th anniversary of the calling of the 2nd Vatican Council. 

Harvest Thanksgiving:

· Gill spoke to Marie Wolf who was happy to incorporate a harvest theme into the 10.30am school mass on 9th September. A notice will be put in the newsletter giving details of this and requesting gifts of tinned or dried  food.

· The proposed harvest event for the evening of Friday 7th October was regretfully cancelled. We were unable to book the proposed ceilidh band and the introduction of the new Friday fasting restricted the catering options. The focus of the Harvest Thanksgiving will therefore be the school mass.

AOB:

· As part of the catechises for the new missal, Michael Bond suggested a Mass with a commentary. Fr David said that Holy Apostles and Martyrs will be doing this and it will be open to all.

· As a parish we will look to do some sort of catechises on the new missal.

Officers for next meeting which is on Wednesday 20th October: 

· Chair: Ian

· Secretary: Eileen

· Prayer: Jim

