St Alban’s Parish Pastoral Development Group
“To empower the people of St Alban’s to recognise and develop our needs and the needs of the wider community in a spirit of love.”

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 15th October 2008
Chair:

Angela Stevenson
Present:  Father David, Angela Stevenson, John Odell, Barry McDonald, Deacon Dave, Maureen Peers, Mike Davies, Marylin Nicholson, Ian Lee, Ray Maher, Gill Harvey, Clara Donnelly.
Apologies:
Ollie Price
Minutes of previous meeting  accepted.

1. Matters arising
Lenten Retreat.    The theme will be the Church from the perspective of the writings of St Paul.  This will link well with the scripture meetings planned to be led by Father O’Grady.
Adult Formation  Noted that there are marriage guidance courses available across the diocese.

Amnesty International.  Advice has been received not to engage with AI in view of current views on abortion.  We will use their web site for the purpose of identifying Prisoners of Conscience for our forthcoming card campaign. 

2. Housebound Mass and Social 
 Barry to identify names and numbers for 7th December.  Mass will be at 2.30 p.m. followed by Christmas meal at approx 3.30 p.m.  To be a newsletter item to discover people who would qualify for inclusion in the event.
{aside: Chris Malone’s “PilgrimTroupe” have offered to give an Advent performance on December 14th – details later}

3. Sacramental booklet
suggested areas of interest:
Understanding our faith

Prayer and Spirituality

Other areas to be included after further discussion after Christmas.

4. RCIA:
Looking for ways to maintain links with and for the newly-received after their reception.  It was suggested that we hold a Parish get-together with all those who have been received over the past few years, together with supporters.  The event could include prayer, discussion about ways in which 

People could become more involved in and supported bvy the parish community.

Agreement given to the gathering together of Parish resources to support the RCIA programmes.

5.  Deborah Harper’s letter:
A couple of letters have been sent and a reply received to one of them.  Deborah has expressed an interest in hearing more about St Alban’s and the community. 

6. Dates for 2009:  
14th January,   

11th February,  

18th March,  

22nd April,  

13th May,  

17th June,  

8th July,  

16th September,  

14th October,  

18th November,

16th December
Officers for next meeting:

Prayer:
Ray
Secretary
Gill
Chair
John
Next Meeting:
Wednesday 11th November 2008
Meeting closed with a prayer 8.15 p.m.
