St Alban’s Parish Pastoral Development Group
“To empower the people of St Alban’s to recognise and develop our needs and the needs of the wider community in a spirit of love”

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 24th March 2010
Chairperson:  Clara Donnelly
Present: Fr David, Clara Donnelly, Ian Lee, John Odell, Marilyn Nicholson, Ray Maher,Angela Stevenson, Michael Davies and Gill Harvey.
1.  Prayer and Reflection – led by Ray.
2.  Welcome – Clara welcomed everyone to the meeting.

3.  Apologies - Maureen Peers

4.  Acceptance of Minutes – the minutes of the previous meeting were agreed to be a true record.

5.  Matters Arising: 

Retreat to Holywell – Fr David reported that only 6 people had expressed interest so far and that in fairness to both the Centre and Marie Kelly a speedy decision as to whether the weekend would go ahead should be made. It was therefore decided to extend the opportunity to members of the Local Pastoral Area.

Visit to St Albans – Again, Fr David informed the group that as only 13 people had signed up for the trip (the cost of which had been based on a minimum of 20), it might not be possible to proceed.  It was therefore decided that this too should be opened to members of other parishes in the LPA.

Sr Jo Bird – A total of 20 people had attended the two sessions.  Clara asked Fr David if he would write a letter of thanks to her. This he agreed to do.

Fr Geoff O’Grady – Fr Geoff will visit the parish on March 25th at 7.30 to give a talk on the Celtic way of Prayer.

Baptismal Preparation – Fr David said that it had been suggested that preparation might be undertaken as an LPA initiative. The Café Programme would be used with parents; thee would also be training sessions for catechists.  Parents approaching priests would be told that they need to attend a session.   After completion they would bring a certificate to their PP and make arrangements.  At this stage the parish catechists could make home visits.

Nominations for new members of the Parish Pastoral Development Group – The initial response to Fr David’s request for nominees had been extremely disappointing, but after further opportunity the numbers have risen to 25, which although an improvement, is still a relatively low percentage of the congregation.  Of the people nominated a number have only recently been received into the Church.  While some people felt that this could bring enthusiasm and fresh insight to the group, others felt that it might be more appropriate for tem to serve the Parish initially in a different way to gain experience and understanding of the workings and needs of the Parish and the community.  After considerable discussion it was decided that Fr David would approach a number of people whose names had been put forward.

Bishop’s Visit – Fr David reported that Bishop Mark will be making his first official visit to the Parish on the 17th and 18th April.
6.  Website – Angela said that a suggestion had been made to her that the website would benefit from including a virtual tour of the church, pointing out features of interest.  This was thought to be a good idea and John offered to ask his son, Gerard if he could help set this up.  If is not able to a request will be placed in the Newsletter.  Fr David said that we need to promote the website and asked in a ‘Blog’ could be set up.  Angela said that this would need to be the responsibility of one person who would make regular contributions to encourage a response from visitors to the website.

7. Chairs – Angela said that a suggestion had been put forward by the Welcome Group that a number of benches at the front of the church be replaced with chairs to provide greater flexibility.  Fr David said that if it were up to him and funds were available he would be in favour of chairs throughout, but unfortunately this was not the case.  We have been offered some replacement benches from the Patrimony fund which Fr David has accepted.  Angela asked if they would fit and Fr David said that they would be altered and that it might be possible to rearrange them to create an additional aisle.

8. Welcoming (Funerals) – Clara said that she had received comments that visitors to funerals at St Alban’s had been very impressed by the warmth of the welcome.  Would this be an opportunity to put out Welcoming Cards?  It was felt that as there were already cards in the rack in the Welcome area, a different approach might be taken and John suggested that a “Welcoming Label” might be attached to the hymn books.  Angela agreed to bring the matter up at the next meeting of the Welcome Group.

9. Ash Wednesday Mass – Clara said that she had been approached by several people who were disappointed that there was no evening Mass on Ash Wednesday.  Fr David said that he had stopped the evening Mass because of low attendance in previous years and that the midday mass had been crowded.  Some discussion followed and it was suggested that next year an LPA evening Mass might be held in order that those people working during the day could attend. The group would keep this in mind for nearer the time.

10.  Officers for next meeting (date to be arranged) – Chair: Gill;  Minutes: Ray;  Prayer: Ian.

11. Closing prayer.
