PARISH PASTORAL DEVELOPMENT GROUP

To empower the people of St. Alban’s to recognise and develop our needs and the needs of the wider community in a spirit of love.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 23RD APRIL 2008.

Present: Fr. David Long – Chair

John Odell, Angela Stevenson, Graham Sale, Ray Maher, Mike Davies, Ian Lee, Gillian Harvey, Ollie Price, Maureen Peers, Marilyn Nicholson

Apologies: Dave Morriss, Clara Donnelly, Barry McDonald

The meeting was opened with a prayer led by Fr. David.

Matters Arising:

Parish Retreat – Fr. Paul Mast who gave our recent retreat is coming back on 12 February 2009 until 20th February 2009.  He is keen to link with small Christian communities and give a general retreat to reach out to all.

A suggestion from the Welcome Group was shared.

This was to have an Annual Welcome Tea/Social Occasion for RCIA members and new parishioners to come together.  Everyone agreed this was a good idea.

A suggestion was brought forward for future parish participants in the Readings of the Passion for Easter.

Developing Liturgy in the Parish – Re minutes of previous meeting.  Ideas for a small Liturgy Group.  E.g. talks on the Sunday readings.
Finance Group – Date to be fixed for May.

Local Pastoral Area Group – John Odell gave feedback.

He said they are all trying to grow into the role of a group.  It is an evolving thing.

In sharing with other parishes for example, sacramentals can be left to individual parishes but catechists could share and benefit from the good practice of other groups.

The priests who shared parishes recently, received positive feedback.  

Youth were focused on.

Everyone needs to know they are living stones of the church.

Small Christian Communities – Fr. David spoke of this being taken forward in the parish.  Communities started in his previous parish still meet.

People are reaching out to each other and growing in faith.

The aim would be for about six groups each having two facilitators/leaders and each developing their own identity.  There would be formation sessions over 4 months.

Dates for the coming meetings.



Tuesday 13th May.

Wednesday 11th June



Wednesday 16th July

August none



Wednesday 17th September
Wednesday 15th October


Wednesday 12th November
Wednesday 17th December

Officers for the next Meeting

Marilyn – Chair

Ollie     - Minutes Secretary

· Prayer

The meeting closed with a prayer at 8.45pm.
