PARISH PASTORAL DEVELOPMENT GROUP

To empower the people of St Alban’s to recognise And develop our needs and the needs of the 

wider community in a spirit of Love.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 2nd MAY 2007
Chair:  Graham Sale
Present:  Fr David Long; Dave Morriss; Clara Donnelly; Barry McDonald; John ODell; Pat Duprey & Angela Stevenson.

Apologies:  Frankie Moor; Jo Woolf; Maralyn Nicholson & Suzanne Fenna
The meeting opened with a prayer at 7.30 p.m. led by Pat Duprey.

The minutes were accepted as read and the following matters arose:
· Clara Donnelly apologised that she was not in fact present.

· The Easter Draw raised £2,000+ although the final figure is not yet in.  The promised donation of £500 has not yet been received.

· A suggestion was made that to boost Parish Funds the parishioners need ‘a project’ to focus on.  To be looked at by the finance group when formed.

· The accounts for the financial year 2006-07 are still being compiled but there is a deficit of expenditure over income.  There were extra expenses last year: e.g: the Mission; new photocopier.  Although the Offertory Collection has increased, probably as a result of the re-ordering of the parishes, it is not enough to balance the books.  Almost £2000 per month goes to diocese for the Parish debt (Church renovation) and the Assessment Fund (payable from every parish).   The new tax cuts announced by the Government will directly affect the Gift Aid contributions.  These issues will also be considered by the finance group.
Retreat Update:  Jo Woolf has been in touch with Ince Blundell but the most they can cater for is 25 people.  Fr David had looked at Nodfa, Penmaenmawr (which may be too far) or Pantasaph.  Pantasaph Monastery are free to take a group for a day on 15th September, led by Fr Francis who would give a talk in the morning and following lunch there would outdoor Stations of the Cross with reflections followed by Mass.   The cost would be £10 per head plus coach.  The downside is those attending the retreat would need to be able-bodied to do the Stations which are up-hill.  Barry McDonald mentioned another retreat centre - Tabor, near Preston. They can cater for up to sixty people and will table the retreat to our particular needs.  He is to get prices and possible dates around the same time, 8th/15th September.  Dave Morriss informed the cost of a coach would depend on distance and would be between £250-£300.  Fr David and Barry will meet with details and book whichever best meets the parish requirements. 

St Alban’s Day -  The parish will celebrate its’ Patronal feast with a flower festival to run Thursday-Saturday 14th-16th June.  Pat Duprey said the flower team had approached other parishes in our Pastoral Area for a display and also our Ecumenical neighbours.  The Theme is to be ‘Names for Jesus’ e.g.: Prince of Peace.  There will be a relevant gospel passage by each display.  Memorial booklets are to be published and sold to visitors.  Local traders are to be asked for Sponsorship and the local press to be informed.  Parishioners are to be given the opportunity to donate towards the flowers in memory of a loved one, whose names will be displayed for visitors to pray for.
When the festival closes on the Saturday there will be a family celebration with social in the centre later on.  A Social Committee is being formed to plan this.  At the Feast Day Mass on the Sunday it is hoped that a group of children will perform something to relevant.
Suggestion Box:  Jo Woolf had emptied the box. There were three suggestions. Two were anonymous.  The other was a request to encourage more boys to become Altar Servers.   Fr David said at this time of year, the First Holy Communicants, are all told they can now be Altar Servers if they wish.  
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA:  St Alban’s Feastday; Guided Retreat; Housebound Mass; Finance Committee.

Dave Morriss is to choose the opening prayer for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday, 6th June at 7.30 p.m. in the presbytery.  Angela Stevenson will be in the Chair and Pat Duprey minutes secretary.
Graham Sale gave his apologies as he will be unable to attend.

The meeting closed with a prayer at 8.30 p.m.

