Minutes 12th November 2008
Parish Pastoral Development Group

To empower the people of St Alban’s to recognise and develop our needs and the needs of the wider community in a spirit of love.

Present: Fr. David Long, Angela Stevenson, Maureen Peers, Ray Maher, Ian Lee, Clara Donnelly and Ollie Price

Apologies: Deacon Dave Morris, John Odell and Barry McDonald

Meeting began with a prayer. Apologies for absence were given and the minutes of the previous meeting were agreed.
Matters arising:

Clara Donnelly has phoned Fr Jerome and there will be two marriage preparation courses next year. Housebound mass/ social ~ Barry McDonald and Marilyn Nicholson are compiling a list of people. Angela Stevenson to arrange a meeting of helpers.

Suggestion for follow-up to R.C.I.A. programme:
Clara Donnelly said that it had been suggested that people should be included in the small communities. Angela said that the members  of the R.C.I.A. group were to be asked to help with the amnesty international Christian card initiative. *
CAFOD and the Congo:

Clara Donnelly has received a letter from CAFOD asking for help for the Congo which is experiencing  floods as well as the war situation. She asked if a mass collection could be held. Fr David said that in view of all recent collections plus two planned for the next few weeks that he felt  that it was not perhaps the right time, also that it was not certain that in a war situation aid always went to the right place. Some discussion followed and it was decided that a collection would be held the third week of advent (14/12/08).

Clara Donnelley also asked if we could collect old mobile phones for CAFOD – agreed that box would be placed in church and emptied regularly. ‘star’ board for CAFOD to begin on first Sunday of Advent.
Items for next meeting

Lenten retreat

Courses from Diocesan Handbook

Follow-up to R.C.I.A. Programme.

Date of next meeting – Wednesday 14th January  2009.

Chair ~ Gill Harvey

Prayer ~ Maureen Peers

Secretary ~ Ray Maher

