PARISH PASTORAL DEVELOPMENT GROUP

To empower the people of St Alban’s to recognise And develop our needs and the needs of the 

wider community in a spirit of Love.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, 18th MARCH 2008
Chair:  Pat Duprey
Present:  Fr David Long; Dave Morris; Barry McDonald; Jo Woolf; Ron Keill & Angela Stevenson.

Apologies:  Frankie Moor; Clara Donnelly; Suzanne Fenna; Graham Sale & John O’Dell;
The meeting opened with a prayer at 7.40 p.m. led by Barry McDonald.

The minutes were accepted as read.

· The Social Committee has now met and is functional.  The Finance group is to meet towards the end of April.
· New members for the PPDG are to begin their training and thanks was given to those stepping down for all the work done.  Pat Duprey expressed how she had enjoyed being part of the group and had found it a worthwhile experience.  She wishes everyone well for its continuance.  Her views were reiterated by Jo Woolf and Ron Keill.
· The preaching in one another’s parishes by our local clergy went well and will continue, hopefully, every couple of months.
· Preparations for St Alban’s feast day are now underway.  The Social Committee and others are proposing to host a Music Festival, following the celebration Mass of the Patronal Feast at 10.30 a.m. on Sunday, 22nd June.  There will be a BBQ, activities for the youngsters, together with many types of music to be performed in the parish centre and school hall. 
· Barry McDonald has liaised with Marilyn Nicholson to formulate a list of available drivers to take people to and from Mass.  A notice is to go in the newsletter to ask for any willing drivers to be on the list and also for names of anyone requiring transport.

· Fr Paul Mast is unable to lead a Lenten Retreat next year but is available from 7th-13th Feb to support small Christian Community groups and Spiritual Renewal Sessions.  Fr David is to accept Fr Paul’s offer and will mention it to other parishes in the LPA.  Fr David will look elsewhere for someone to lead a parish retreat around the time of St Alban’s Feast Day.

· The Questionnaire for needs of the disabled is to be ‘toned down’ as not all that would be requested could be funded or would be feasible.  When the Church was re-vamped all legal requirements were met. Parishioners still to be asked of any special needs not yet being addressed.  The welcome group to be asked to organise this and identify people who may have a disability but would like to be more involved in any of the ministries and look to ways forward to enable all to feel part of the community.

· Ideas for Lent next year: Scripture/Biblical Reflections/sessions; a Lenton Scene on the altar, like the crib at Christmas and an ‘in loving memory’ list to go towards cost of Easter flowers.   
· More publicity is required locally for times and venues of Easter Services.  Fliers through doors; ad in local papers.

· The LPA is hoping to produce a collective newsletter, maybe once a month and each church’s service times can be published in that.
· Jo Woolf raised the query of Offertory donations when attending other parishes.  Are parishioners paying twice?  Situation not ideal but no alternative being considered at the present time.

· Ron Keill asked about having chairs instead of benches in church to allow more flexibility.  Fr David recalled at the time of the re-ordering of the church there was some opposition to chairs and St Alban’s is also tied up with the Historic Churches Commission.  Any changes have to be run past them.  It could be looked into again in the future but no more money for spending on St Alban’s available at the present time.

· There had been no Passover Meal this year due to lack of time.  Pat Duprey proposed just having one every other year.  Agreed.

Officers for Next Meeting:  Fr David is to choose the opening prayer for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday, 23rd April at 7.30 p.m. in the presbytery.  Clara Donnelly will be in the Chair and Marilyn Nicholson will be minutes secretary.
The meeting closed with a prayer at 8.45 p.m.

