PARISH PASTORAL DEVELOPMENT GROUP
TO EMPOWER THE PEOPLE OF ST ALBAN’S TO RECOGNISE AND DEVELOP OUR NEEDS AND THE NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY IN A SPIRIT OF LOVE.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON FEBRUARY 20TH 2008.

Present: Chair – Angela, Fr. David, John Odell, Clara Donnelly, Suzanne Fenna, Barry McDonald, Marilyn Nicholson, Jo Woolf, Frankie Moor and Ron Keill.

Apologies: Dave Morriss, Pat Duprey and Graham Sale.

The Prayer was led by Fr. David.

Matters Arising

Finance and Premises Committee

This is in the process of being set up – two people from the parish will be nominated for the Finance and Premises Committee.  Forms for voting will be given out at Mass on Sunday.

Social Committee

People are invited to join the Social Committee.  All are welcome.

Needs of Disabled Questionnaire – no development yet.

Polish Community

A Polish Mass will be said in St. Joseph’s Church once a month.  Fr. David is to find out how many Polish people are attending our Church and try to make them as welcome as possible.
PPDG

It is now time for six people from the Parish Development Group to stand down so that six other people can take their place, as two years have elapsed since the group was started.  Names of those who will be replaced will be put in the newsletter and the Parish will be asked to vote for six new people to take their place.

St. Alban’s Feast Day

Previously we had discussed portraying a history of Catholicity in Wallasey, centering around St. Alban’s Church to celebrate our patronal Feast.  However, it transpires that there is going to be a Wallasey Festival of Faith from May 3-11 at St. Joseph’s Church, Seacombe to celebrate our Christian heritage.  There will be workshops, music and drama etc.  This is to correspond to the Faith Festival in Liverpool for the Capital of Culture 2008.  More details of the Wallasey festival can be found on www.faith08.co.uk  More discussion about our patronal Feast Day at the next meeting.

LPA News

All Parishes will come together for the celebration of Confirmation at St. Mary’s College on 15th May.  Candidates preparation will be done in the parishes, but the parents meetings at St. Alban’s will be open to all parishes.  Post Confirmation activities have been agreed including expanding the Emmaus Group in the parishes of the Northwest Catholic Community.
Rota

Beginning next month – March and every two months there is going to be a local pastoral area rota.  Fr. David will say Mass at English Martyrs, Ss Peter and Paul and Our Lady of Lourdes and Fr. Jerome will say Mass at St. Alban’s.  Fr. Feeney will say Mass at St. Joseph’s.

Positive Parenting

Clara will prepare a positive parenting programme for parents of children aged 0-6 years and all parishes will be involved.

Lenten Retreat

This was discussed and it was decided to invite Fr. Paul to come back next year – perhaps as part of the celebrations for the Feast of St. Alban.

Drivers

More drivers are wanted to take people to Mass on Sundays.  A contact person is needed in case of emergencies.  Barry will organise this and has volunteered to be a new driver if necessary.

Officers for the next meeting: Chair-Clara; Secretary-Marilyn; Prayer-Barry.

Fr. David thanked the retiring members of the group and finished the meeting with a prayer.

Date of Next Meeting: 18th March 2008.
