St Alban’s Parish Pastoral Development Group
“To empower the people of St Alban’s to recognise and develop our needs and the needs of the wider community in a spirit of love”

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 13th May 2009 

Chair 

Clara Donnelly
Present 
Ian Lee; Gill Harvey; Ray Ellis; Fr David; Maureen Peers; Barry McDonald; Mike Davies.

Apologies 
John Odell; Deacon Dave; Ollie Price; Angela Stevenson

The meeting opened with a prayer, led by Mike Davies at 7.35pm.

The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 22nd April 2009, were accepted as read.

Matter arising

Fr David up dated the committee on the costs associated with the refurbishment of the Parish centre; in particular the wishes of the conservation centre which could lead to the cost of replacement windows escalate significantly. 

Children’s Liturgy (CL)
Fr David gave an update to committee on how the current CL and in particular the links with the school arose, with the strengthening of links with the school set up 2 years ago, culminating in the present “Children’s Mass” which encompasses Year Group and teacher involvement.
Committee discussed the merits of broadening this to engage with the “teenage community” and it was felt that involvement by way of the “Eumanus Group” may be beneficial, especially with the increased support coming from the junior catechists. On the agenda for next meeting.
Mention was also made on the musical offering at masses which was discussed and considered “modern” in comparison to other parishes.

RCIA

The date for the RCIA Social event was confirmed as 7th June 2009 from 2.30pm to 4.30pm. The event will see an informal welcome in Church along with refreshments after. Invitees to include all those involved in the RCIA, recent “Christenings” etc, with publicity via the usual channels.

St Alban’s 2009, 10, 11 …..
Discussions followed on from the previous meeting and how best we can plan for the future. In summary it was acknowledged that we need to be considering how we can ease the day to day running of “Parish” so as to free up the priests to allow proper time for their Pastoral Ministry. 

At this juncture, the need to implement is by no means imminent and for now the established working parties need to be developed further. However, it was acknowledged that in time the sharing of resources, not just financial, will be necessary to ensure effective management of the wider Parish community, with in particular, the role of / calling to “Deaconship” being an item for future discussion.
Vocations

This is the theme for the 2009 parish feast celebration and will be linked into the Silver Jubilee of Fr David, Fr Robin Sutton & Fr Peter Dutton. 

Masses and vocational workshops are scheduled through the week, commencing on the 17th June, culminating a vigil Mass on Saturday 20th June, with a Parish Family celebration to be held on the afternoon of the 21st June.

All events will be publicised via the usual channels. 

Small Christian Communities
This initiative is progressing very well with a number of “communities” now up and running, with the first meetings due imminently or to be held during June. Our thanks go to “Clara & Charles”, “John and Mary” & “Phil and Rita” for their hard work in establishing the groups.

Items for next meeting’s agenda 

 None - Barry, due to his early departure, to be advised.

AOB 

Mention was made of the annual report on Parish activities, with Fr David, John & Angela working on the final document, which will be issued shortly.
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 24the June in the presbytery. Barry McDonald will be chair, Mike Davies will take the minutes and Maureen Peers will lead the prayer.

The meeting closed with a prayer at 8.35pm.

