PARISH PASTORAL DEVELOPMENT GROUP
To empower the people of St Alban’s to recognise and develop our needs and the needs of the wider community in a spirit of Love.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday 24th June 2009
Chair: Barry McDonald
Present: Fr David, John O’Dell, Gillian Harvey, Ray Maher, Ollie Price and Ian Lee
Apologies: Deacon Dave, Clara Donnelly, Angela Stevenson, Maureen Peers,
Marilyn Nicholson and Mike Davies
The meeting opened with a prayer at 7.30pm led by Gill Harvey.

The minutes were accepted as read.

Matters Arising: None at present.

Parish Welcome Day: Very successful, possibility of holding another day, Fr David suggested that Pauline Bell might keep a register of new parishioners in order that we can provide another day as and when we have sufficient numbers.  Also, the possibility of holding a celebration for the recently baptised within the parish.
Vocations Festival: Another success with all masses very well attended.  1st Workshop was disappointing, however the 2nd workshop had a better attendance.

St Alban’s Feast Day: Massive success, a huge thank you to everyone who assisted in putting the day together.

St Albans’s 2010………… 11, 12: Ideas afoot, empowering the parishioner.
Annual Report: Full report written and produced by Fr David, 7 people turned up for the meeting, very disappointing.  Next annual report meeting to be shelved, instead a questionnaire will be attached to the report and distributed.

Caring For Children And Vulnerable Adults:  Fr David will go through our parish list with Ollie in order that we ensure that we are conforming with the Independent Safeguarding Authority Scheme which comes into effect from October 2009.

Parish Day Out: All enthusiastic about a Day Out which might combine a morning at Holywell followed by a picnic lunch then onto Shrewsbury Cathedral, Fr David suggested that Chris Matthews might take us on a tour of the Cathedral as well as celebrate mass.   All felt that a mid week day during August would attract a lot of interest.  Barry came up with the idea of celebrating an Open Mass – dates to be discussed.
Review Of The Role Of The PPDG: Firstly, Fr David commented on the poor attendance at recent meetings, he felt that we needed a formation day to re-establish the group in the Autumn, refresh our ideas and bring us together.  We need to make this a priority, this will be discussed again once we have a full attendance.  Fr David once again confirmed that the role of the group was to share in all aspects of parish life, whether that be outreach, spiritual life or the general community.  Events which take place within St Alban’s Parish Family generally originate from the PPDG, the suggestion might be given from a parishioner to a member to discuss within the meeting and then the group will decide which relevant parish group will be best able to take the idea onboard.
Date of next meeting: Wednesday 8th July 2009 at 7.30pm.

Apologies for the next meeting: Fr David on holiday.
Prayer       – John Odell

Chair         - Ollie Price

Secretary – Gill Harvey
The meeting closed with a prayer at 9.00pm.
