St Alban’s Parish Pastoral Development Group
“To empower the people of St Alban’s to recognise and develop our needs and the needs of the wider community in a spirit of love.”

Minutes of the meeting held on November 18th 2009
Chair:

 Mike Davies
Present: 
Father David, Angela Stevenson, John Odell, Mike Davies, Ian Lee, 
Ray Maher, Clara Donnelly. 
Apologies:
Barry MacDonald, Gill Harvey, Marilyn Nicholson and Deacon Dave,
Minutes of previous meeting accepted.

1) Matters arising:  Ollie Price has had to withdraw from the PPDGl – thanks extended for all she has done.
2) Via the suggestion box:  request for activities for people with disabilities: perhaps Stella Elliot, Diocesan disabilities co-ordinator might have suggestions to further this request.  In the meantime the events and activities of the Monday group might be of interest.
3) Discussion about the present constitution and format of the PPDG.  Varying attendance levels lately have not made progress easy to achieve.  However, overall it is thought that a lot has been done and that we should persevere with our current arrangements.  
Nominations for the next round of membership of the Group will be sought in the New Year.

Agreed that “future plans of the PPDG” should be a standing item on the agenda,

4) Rotas for Eucharistic Ministers and Readers.  A request has been made that these should be made available earlier in order to give people more notice of when they are required.   Agreed that this is necessary and every effort would be made to ensure that it happens.

5) There is an intention to organise a Parish retreat at the Holywell pilgrim centre in the Spring.  Father David will make enquiries about arrangements and costs.

6) Two events will be arranged in Lent, dependent on availability of speakers:

· A talk on “the Celtic way of prayer”
· Praying with the Scriptures

7) There will be training and refresher sessions arranged for Readers in the New Year when the days have lengthened somewhat.

8) In order to broaden the preparation for the sacrament of baptism the intention is to form a parish team to take part in this activity.  This will take place after Christmas and with the help of the Diocesan Catechetical Team.

9) Two “Family” events have proposed for 2010.

· A family day out to an attractive venue (more information later)

· Celebration of St Alban’s feast day similar to the one organised in 2009.

10) Parish posters are being prepared for display around the Parish, emphasising the Christian focus of the festive season.

11) AOB:   Improving help for the marginalised people in the parish.  In Particular, at the moment, we are looking for people who could provide transport to Mass, every so often, for parishioners in special need.  Parish visitors (Eucharistic Ministers etc) will be consulted in identifying those who might appreciate this help.

Officers for meeting to be held in January ****
Prayer: Clara    Secretary: Barry    Chair: John
Next Meeting:
Wednesday December 16th 2009 ***
Meeting closed with a prayer 9.00 p.m.
***  N.B. Date for January meeting to be set on December 16th


***  N.B.2 This is our annual meal with Father David. Please give David advance notice if you cannot attend.

