Parish Pastoral Development Group

                      “ to empower the people of St Alban’s to recognise
                                 and develop our needs and the needs, of the
                                       wider community in a spirit of love.”
                                  
Minutes of the meeting held on 19th January 2011 

Officers for the meeting: Chair: Maureen Peers; Opening prayer: Michael Bond;
Secretary: Eileen Barrett 

Present: Fr David, Maureen Peers, Michael Bond, Sue Horncastle, Ray Maher, James Backinsell, Gill Harvey, Vicky Smerdon, Jim McCrave, Ian Lee and      Eileen Barrett 

Welcome and opening prayer/reflection: Michael

Apologies: Michael Davies, Deacon Dave

Acceptance of minutes of last meeting

Matters arising from minutes ;

Baptismal preparation; 
Fr David reported that all parishes will be following the new Baptismal preparation programme and that training for catechists will begin in March. There will also be a basic training for all parents. Fr David will hold a meeting with parents to explain the programme, which will be led by catechists in each parish. Fr Jerome, of St Joseph’s parish is holding the first session for their catechists at the end of February. There was a suggestion that parents could be given the opportunity to attend a day of reflection and a further suggestion was that catechists could do home visits.

Cambodia link;
There is a letter on the website and photos of the clearing of the site where the new Pastoral centre is to be built. Fr Heri SJ  has moved on from Siem Riep and has been replaced by Fr Stephanus SJ.
We are hoping to establish a link with the children of St. Albans school and the children of Taom parish via letter writing.



Marian Year:

May Devotions
May procession   Invite Wallasey to Lourdes group to get involved
Novena… with different parishes, in homes of parishioners
Invite people to sign up to say a decade of the rosary, share reflections on Mary
Meetings to be kept very simple


Celebration of St Alban’s Day;

Meetings for people who want to help and  groups that want to be involved,( to be arranged)
Sue and Eileen to arrange a meeting with the young members of the parish.    


Ash Wednesday: 

Evening Mass at 7.30pm (by popular request)

Lenten Activities

Fr. Paul Mast, in England during Holy Week (passing through) has offered to hold a one-day mini-retreat ( Monday/Tuesday)

L.P.A. Penance Service at St Joseph’s or Holy Apostles and Martyrs

 Stations of the Cross  Friday evenings 7.30pm
 Stations with the children 12 noon
 Reflections on the stations with Years 5 and 6 to be arranged
Good Friday Walk of Witness

Marian Year in the Diocese

Pilgrimage to Walsingham
Mass in December  Feast of the Immaculate Conception

Dates for future meetings:
Feb 16th March 23r April 13th May 18th June 22nd July 20th Sept 21st  Oct 19th 
Nov 16th Dec 14th (Christmas meal)

