St Alban’s Parish Pastoral Development Group
“To empower the people of St Alban’s to recognise and develop our needs and the needs of the wider community in a spirit of love”

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 13th January 2010
Chairman:  John Odell

Present: Fr David, Ian Lee, Angela Stevenson, John Odell, Clara Donnelly, Gill Harvey, Marilyn Nicholson, Barry McDonald

1.  Apologies:  Deacon Dave Morriss and Ray Maher
2.  Prayer and reflection: led by Clara Donnelly

3.  The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as a true record.

4.  Matters Arising:

· The retreat to Holywell was discussed and it was suggested that Marie Kelly could lead the retreat.  It was suggested that we stay over on the Friday night and return on the Saturday.  Fr David is to make further enquires.

· With regards to the suggestion for activities for people with disabilities, Clara has spoken to Stella Elliot and said that she is still looking.

· In relation to the Celtic way of prayer, Clara is still trying to make contact with Fr O’Grady.  Praying with the scriptures will be on Wednesday 3rd March at 1430hrs and on Thursday 18th March at 1930hrs led by Sr Jo Bird.  This should cater for most of the parish. Fr David is to check on the availability of the Parish Centre for the two dates.

· It was agreed that the two family events should be discussed further when the new members of the group are in place.

· John pointed out that the parish posters that were to be published emphasising the Christian focus of the festive season were too expensive. It was agreed that for next advent we either produce one large poster for the church or one to be placed on the buses.  This will be discussed later in the year. It was also agreed that we put up the crib outside the fire exit door in St Alban’s Road for next advent. It was agreed that a small group take responsibility for this project.

5.  Nominations for new round of PPDG members:

Those who have been on the group for the last four years will stand down at the end of March. New members needed so as to start in March. After some discussion it was decided that the new members will start in April.  This would give time to prepare the new members.

6.  Cambodia link initiative:
Fr David highlighted the work that is already being carried out with Cambodia.  He has contacted the priest who he has visited and has discussed the idea of twinning with our parish. Fr David presented a leaflet to the group which was produced by their parish. It was agreed to produce more of these leaflets for the parishioners to look at. It was suggested that a small group take ownership of the project. This group should be outside of our group. Their role would be to organise social events and various fund raising events.  It was agreed that the group at the next meeting put forward suggested names.  Angela will bring back some further information to the next meeting.
7.  Readers refresher sessions:
John suggested that Maria Tolly be invited to present a session. It was also suggested that Canon Chris Walsh would be willing to present a session also.  A discussion took place about the importance of reading the word. It was finally agreed that Canon Chris Walsh talk about the ministry and John Odell about the actual reading techniques.  Fr David will speak to Canon Chris Walsh as to his availability then Fr David and John Odell to plan times and dates.

8.  Stella Elliot and activities for people with disabilities:

This was discussed under matters arising.

9.  Summer Pilgrimage: (Feast of St Alban)
Fr David has contacted Harding’s who have provided the costs of some of the hotel options available.  It was agreed that the pilgrimage will travel on 2nd June to St Albans and return on the 3rd June.  It was suggested that on the way back we travel via Shrewsbury so that we can have a guided tour of the cathedral.  

Fr David will discuss all available options at the next meeting when all of the quotes are in.

10.  Lenten activities:

This was covered under matters arising.

11.  Baptismal Preparation:

Suggested that this is discussed at the next meeting. Clara pointed out that she has six new members who are to become catechists.  It was suggested that the group visit candidates and their families in their own home rather than in a group situation.

It was omitted from the previous minutes that the Baptismal books be purchased by the parish, which will be given out to candidates families.

12.  Dates of meetings for the coming year:

As new members will be joining the group in April, it was suggested that dates are only agreed for February and March.

It was agreed that the next two meetings would be on the following dates:

17th February 2010 and 24th March 2010-02-01
13.  Items for the next meeting:

Future plans of the PPDG

Any further items to be notified to the chairman before the next meeting.

14.  Officers etc for the next meeting:
Chairman: Barry

Secretary: Clara

Prayer: Gill

15.  Final Prayer:

The final prayer was led by Clara.

NEXT MEETING:  WEDNESDAY 17th February 2010 AT 1930HRS
