
St Alban’s Parish Pastoral Development Group
“To empower the people of St Alban’s to recognise and develop our needs and the needs of the wider community in a spirit of love”

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 7th February 2007 at 8.00 pm
Chair:  John Odell

Present:  Fr David, John Odell, Pat Duprey, Angela Stevenson, Frankie Moor, Jo Wolfe, Barry McDonald, Graham Sale, Marilyn Nicholson, Suzanne Fenna, Ron Keill and Clara Donnelly.

Apologies: Rev Dave Morriss

Prayer and reflection led by Barry. 

Minutes of previous meeting accepted as a true record. 

Guided Retreat: 
· Thanks to be passed onto Veronica Doyle.  
· Fr David has been invited to speak at a retreat in America in Lent, 8th to 15th Feb 2008.  A priest friend from N. Ireland will provide cover in St Alban’s when he is away and during that time it was suggested that he could give a retreat.  The priest is also coming in August 2007 and Fr David could speak to him about a Day of Reflection in the autumn also. This to be an agenda item for the next meeting. 
Renewal of Commitment:  This will take place at beginning of September for all catechists before the preparation of the Sacraments begin.  

Website:  
· No further action has been taken on it.  
· All groups to be asked to give a paragraph on their work in the parish, and photographs where possible, to be included.  
· Welcoming group to take responsibility for this.  

Mission Review:  
· Comments – ‘great atmosphere’ ‘inspiring and encouraging’ ‘fantastic’.  

· It would have been nice if more young families could have got involved.  Maybe if it had been held at a different time of the year, it would have attracted more. 

· The social was very bonding. 

· Teams very friendly and easy to work with.  

· It was reported that there was also a great atmosphere in the school.  

Bishop’s Pastoral Letter: 
· Our pastoral area is –Our Lady of Lourdes, English Martyrs, St Alban’s, Ss Peter and Paul and St Joseph’s.  It is proposed that we should work more closely together, e.g. Youth Ministry, First Sacraments etc.  This is already happening with Confirmation as this will be celebrated at deanery level.   As a result of the proposal it should make more catechists available to work in other areas, e.g. Post Confirmation. 

· The question of how the 3 clergy will work together to set up a model of collaboration for all parish reps will be discussed by them.  

· The next stage is a general parish meeting and this will be advertised to take place on Sunday 4th March, 4.00-5.30 pm.  

Small Christian Communities:  This will be the main item on next month’s agenda. 

Cafod:  Live Simply – this also to be an agenda item for next month. 
Garment of Suffering:  This to take place again during Lent.  Mary Odell will need more helpers with sewing the pieces of material together.  Marilyn has offered her help. 

Feast of St Alban: 

· This will be celebrated on Sunday 17th June although the actual date is the 20th June. 
· The week prior to this there will be a flower festival in church; morning coffee in presbytery and grounds all depending on the weather.   There will also be afternoon cream teas.  
· The parish centre has been booked for Saturday 16th June for a Family Party bar-be-cue.  
· A group of people need to be gathered to organise the week.  
Social Activities:  A co-ordinating group needs to be set up.  Ron has the names of those who volunteered to get involved in this area.  

Passover: 
· This will be held in the parish centre on Palm Sunday, 1st April, from 2.30 to 5pm.  
· Fr David will lead it.  
· Clara will make a list of all that has to be done to organise it.  (Since this meeting Gill Harvey has agreed to take responsibility for it).

Archives:  
· Ron has visited and looked in the contents of one box.  
· Anything to do with the parish can be stored in the archives, e.g. photographs of events etc.   
· A display of photographs could be put together for the flower festival.  

Easter Cards:  Item for March agenda. 

Meeting closed at 9.30 with a prayer from Barry. 

Next meeting:  Wednesday 7th March 8-9.30 pm.  

Chair – Clara

Secretary – Barry

Prayer - Frankie






