St Alban’s Parish Pastoral Development Group
“To empower the people of St Alban’s to recognise and develop our needs and the needs of the wider community in a spirit of love”

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 22nd April 2009 

Chair:

John Odell

Present:
Deacon Dave; Angela Stevenson; Gill Harvey; Ian Lee; Mike Davies;


Barry McDonald; Ray Maher.

Apologies:
Fr David; Ollie Price; Clara Donnelly; Maureen Peers

The meeting opened with a prayer, led by Barry McDonald, at 7.40 pm.

The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 18th March, were accepted as read.

Matters arising:  Fr David has spoken to Bishop Brian inviting him to take some part in the parish feast celebrations.  His response and/or availability is not known.

Children’s Liturgy:  Barry McDonald said he had been approached about the Children’s Liturgy with a request that it be expanded to get more children involved and possibly, at the monthly children’s mass have the homily directed to the children.  Other ideas were discussed and they are to be put to Fr David before the next PPDG meeting when ways forward can be discussed further.
RCIA:  No date has yet been set for the RCIA social event.  This is in hand and can be further discussed at next PPDG meeting.

Premises:  Angela Stevenson raised the issue over the Parish Centre and responsibility for cleanliness, maintenance and security.  When the centre is used by various groups in the parish for social events and/or meetings, there is an unclear area of responsibility for these Health and safety issues.  A request to Fr David for the Premises Committee to look at this and set some clear guidelines for all users.
St Alban’s 2009, 10, 11 ….:  John Odell raised the possibility that at some time in the future Wallasey might have to manage with only two priests.  It is already happening in other parts of the diocese and we need to be forward thinking in setting ways of managing the day to day running of the parish to allow the priests proper time for their pastoral Ministry.  This topic is currently being discussed at the LPA meetings.  We need to discuss this with Father David to discover ways in which the parish can become more self-sufficient, administratively.    On the agenda for next meeting.
Items for the next meeting’s agenda:  Children’s Liturgy; RCIA social; St Alban’s future

AOB:  Deacon Dave is ten years ordained on 6th July and will speak about the Diaconate on that weekend.  This will be a good follow-on from the ‘Vocations theme’ of this year’s parish feast celebrations. 
A message had been left in the suggestion box at the back of church.  The writer was asking for prayers.

An offer has been made to the parish, by a parishioner, for a lockable display cabinet 4’x3’x1’.  Can anyone use it?
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 13th May at 7.30 in the presbytery.  Clara Donnelly will be in the Chair; Barry McDonald will take the minutes and Mike Davies will lead the prayer.  Forward apologies for this meeting from John Odell and Angela Stevenson.

The meeting closed with a prayer at 8.50 pm.
